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Since 2001, the DAAD has been analysing data on the internationalisation
of studies, research and higher education from Germany as well as from
particularly relevant countries and regions such as the USA, the United
Kingdom or Asia. The current edition presents the most important results
and graphics.

These include figures on international students in Germany, data on
mobility behaviour, an overview of students’ countries of origin and host
countries as well as developments in the field of doctorates. Special data
analyses shed light on the status quo and trends at universities and
research institutes during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The study integrates international data from OECD and UNESCO as well
as national data from the Federal Statistical Office in Germany. In

combination with other indicators, it provides a valid basis for long-term

DZHW S s i s s,

PUBLICATION DETAILS

Publisher

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service
Kennedyallee 50, D-53175 Bonn

The DAAD is an association of German universities and their student bodies.
Itisinstitutionally funded by the Federal Foreign Office.

Strategic Planning - S1

Deutsches Zentrum fiir Hochschul- und
Wissenschaftsforschung GmbH

German Centre for Higher Education Research and
Science Studies

Lange Laube 12, D-30159 Hannover

Educational Careers and Graduate Employment

Main authors
Dr. Ulrich Heublein (DZHW), Dr. Jan Kercher (DAAD), Naomi Kniittgen (DAAD)

Guest authors
Gregor Fabian (DZHW), Christophe Heger (DZHW), Dr. Susanne Jaudzims (DZHW),
Alexander Kupfer (DAAD), Dr. Axel Oberschelp (DZHW)

Layout
zaydesign, Christiane Zay, Passau

Translation
Caroline Horl, Great British Translations, Forstern

Overall production

wbv Publikation

Adivision of wbv Media GmbH & Co. KG,
Postfach 10 06 33, D-33506 Bielefeld

ISBN: 978-3-7639-7804-5
DOI:10.3278/9783763978045
Order no. 7004002wew

Photo credits
Dr. Kai Sicks: DAAD/Saenger (p. 3); Prof. Dr. Monika Jungbauer-Gans: Ute Boeters (p. 3);
Gregor Fabian: DZHW (p. 82); Christophe Heger: DZHW (p. 82); Dr. Susanne Jaudzims:

private photograph (p. 86); Dr. Axel Oberschelp: DZHW (p. 86); Prof. Dr. Carolin Haussler:

David Ausserhofer (p. 114); Prof. Dr. Guido Biinstorf: David Ausserhofer (p. 114)

analyses.

Data preparation
Configuration and evaluation of the Wissenschaft weltoffen web information system:
Inessa Fuge, Dr. Ulrich Heublein

The content management, the editorial team and the publisher have compiled the
information in this publication with the utmost care. However, they cannot exclude
the possibility that, in exceptional cases, some of the information was based on
erroneous data or may have changed after going to press. Therefore, they assume no
liability of any kind for the completeness and accuracy of the information.

This publication is available for free download at wbv-open-access.de

This publication is published under the following Creative Commons copyright license:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

Alltrade, company and brand names used in this work may be protected by intellectual
property rights, even if they are not identified as such. The use of such names in this
work does not justify unauthorised reproduction thereof.

Bibliographicalinformation of the German National Library

The German National Library catalogues this publication in the German
National Bibliography; detailed bibliographical data are available online at
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html.

SPONSORED BY

% Federal Ministry
of Education

and Research

% | Federal Foreign Office

The project on which this brochure is based and the publication thereof were funded
by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research and the Federal Foreign Office.


http://wbv-open-access.de
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/home_node.html

SPOTLIGHT

Student mobility between the United States and Europe:

development and status

Academic mobility between the US and Europe is a major aspect of
transatlantic university relations. The extent thereof is an important
indicator of the intensity and quality of academic exchange. The
following therefore examines the development and current scale of
student mobility between the United States and Europe, whereby
Europe is understood to be the current 27 EU countries as well as
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. The UNESCO student statistics,
which record degree mobility, served as the data basis.**

Considering first the development in absolute numbers of US students
in Europe and European students in the US between 2000 and 2021, two
central findings become apparent: while the number of US students

in Europe has almost doubled, from roughly 23,000 to 43,000 (+86%),
the number of European students in the US tumbled by almost one
third over the same period, from roughly 60,000 to 43,000 (-28%). At

the beginning of the period under review, almost three times as many
European students were enrolled in the US than US students in Europe;
for 2021, however, the mobility balance is balanced. A closer look at the
development of the figures reveals that the decline in student mobility
from Europe to the US primarily occurred between 2001 and 2009
(-27%), while the strongest increase in student mobility from the US to
Europe was recorded in the period from 2010 to 2020 (+65%).

The development in absolute mobility numbers also leads to changes in
the relative significance of transatlantic student mobility in the context
of overall student mobility in the US and Europe. An initial glance at
the inbound mobility of students to the US shows that the share of
European students of all international students in the US between 2000
and 2021 has halved, from almost 12% to a mere 6%. Moreover, an
analysis of the inbound mobility of students to Europe during the same
period demonstrates that the share of US students of all
international students in Europe has also fallen by about
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one third, from just under 3% to 2%, despite the significant
rise in the absolute number of US students in Europe. This
development is a consequence of the growing number of
international students from other countries (+176%), which
increased more than twice as much as the number of US
students in Europe over the same period (+86%).

The relative importance of the US as a host country for
European students also dropped sharply by slightly over
half, from over 13% to just 5%, between 2000 and 2021.
Despite the dramatic increase in the number of US students
in Europe between 2000 and 2021, Europe also suffered a
relative loss of importance as a host region for US students
during this period. Nonetheless, this is at a markedly higher
level than the opposite direction: in 2000, more than half
(51%) of all internationally mobile students from the US
were enrolled in one of the European countries here under
review. By 2021, this proportion had fallen to 42%.

International Education (IIE), Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange;

Nuffic, student statistics; country-specific reporting periods
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€ AS4 Relevance of the US as host country and country of origin for the individual

To conclude, the relevance of the US as a host European countries of origin and host countries, in 2021%*
country and country of origin will be presented from
the perspective of the individual European countries Share of US students Share of students
i i of allinternational Number of i
considered here. To evaluate the importance of the Number of X Country of allinternationally
. Host country US students studentsin the e students mobile students
US as a host country, the percentage of students in respective g intheus | MO0 :

i i i host country in % KIS resPectlve
the US of all internationally mobile students from country of origin in %
the respective European country of origin was first Ireland UK [ ]

- UK 19,027 32 1 Sweden 2,074 147 IS
0 ) )
calculated. The results range from 0.4 ./o in the case Denmark - 26 W Spain 5,660 e
of Luxembourg to over 20% for the United Kingdom. Finland 629 26 W Denmark 642 11.0 [
For five of the 29 European countries analysed, the Estonia 120 238 Netherlands 1,863  10.1 .
P ) ysed, Malta 68 23 Slovenia 204 6.6
share of the US as host country is 10% or above, Spain 1,800 22 1 Italy 4,806 5.7 N
whereas for 18 countries it is less than 5%. By Switzerland 1319 22 W Ireland 892 5.6
. Croatia 86 20 0 Greece 2,091 5.2 Il
contrast, the differences between the European Sweden 636 20 B Czech Republic 629 5.1 Bl
Lithuania 145 1.9 Switzerland 950 5.1 Il
Germany 6,988 1.9 0 Poland 1,339 49 Il
% Footnotes Italy 1,062 1.5 1 Estonia 168 48 W
Netherlands 1,558 111 Finland 492 4.8 Il
) ) ) France 2,876 111 France 4,963 47 Il

1 Eyrope. EU countries plus Switzerland and the United Austria 914 111 Hungary 636 46 I
Kingdom. Luxembourg 42 111 Latvia 235 4.6 Il

2 The number of US students in Germany was provided by Poland 763 101 Belgium 745 4.3 I
the Federal Statistical Office as no complete time series was Belgium ) 538 101 Germany 5,361 42
available in the UNESCO database at the time of writing. Czech Republic 428 0.8 1 Malta 47 4.0

8 s . bersinthe UNESGOti ) Bulgaria 142 0.8 1 Croatia 420 4.0 Il

e Tew missing numbers |.n the U - time series were Portugal 340 0.7 I Portugal 794 3.3 -
supplemented by the previous year’s figures. i 70 07 1 R ETE 284 29 W

4 The numbers of US students in the Netherlands in 2020 Hungary 261 07 1 Austria 666 26 W
and 2021 have been combined with data from Nuffic as Romania 189 0.6 1 Romania 827 2.4 W
they were not available in the UNESCO database at the Greece 130 0.5 | Bulgaria 563 22 1
time of writing. Slovenia 28 0.4 | Cyprus 374 1.4 1

) Cyprus 37 0.3 | Slovakia 278 0.9 |

5 The num?er of Europe”an students in the US was taken Slovakia 39 03 | Luxembourg 56 0.4 |
from the “Open Doors” database published by the
Institute of International Education (IIE) as no complete Sources: UNESCO, student statistics; Nuffic, student statistics; country-specific reporting periods;
time serie§ was available in the UNESCO database at the DAAD calculations
time of writing.

5 Matlinelrelngell numbs o s el Sielanis v countries studied here are somewhat smaller when considering the relevance of the US as a
Luxembourg between 2000 and 2005 as they were not . R . R K
available in the UNESCO database at the time of writing. country of origin. The share of US students of all international students in the respective host

7 The number of all international students in Germany was countries ranges from 0.3% in Slovakia and Cyprus to just under 10% in Ireland. Even a country
provided by the Federal Statistical Office as no complete like the United Kingdom, with its multifaceted transatlantic relations, only reports a share of 3%

time series was available in the UNESCO database at the

time of writing. of US students among its international students. For Germany, the figure is just under 2%.
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